
Storytelling and Curricular Integration

© Susan Weber CC BY-SA 4.0

Common Core State Standards for English/Language Arts | Speaking, Listening & Language

• Build strong content knowledge
• Respond to varying demands of audience, task, purpose and discipline
• Comprehend as well as critique
• Understand other perspectives and cultures

National Core Arts Anchor Standards

• Creating - conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work
• Performing/Presenting/Producing - realizing artistic ideas and work through interpretation and 

presentation
• Responding - understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning
• Connecting - relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context

21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills

• Creativity and Innovation
• Communication and Collaboration
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Learning Styles addressed in storytelling activities

• Visual (spatial) - Children visualize the setting and act out their story in space.
• Aural (auditory-musical) - Children hear and say words and sound effects that have rhythm and cadence.
• Verbal (linguistic) - Children expand vocabulary as they hear and say new words in the context of a story.
• Physical (kinesthetic) - Children participate with gesture, sound effect, character voices, facial expression.
• Logical (mathematical) - Children understand patterns in stories and use them to create their own story.
• Social (interpersonal) - Children collaborate with storyteller and with each other to make their own story.
• Solitary (intrapersonal) - Children make decisions about what gestures, sounds, characters work for them.

Effective teaching components intrinsic to storytelling activities

• Use examples, details, analogies, metaphors, and variety in modes of explanation to make material not 
only understandable but memorable

• Establish a context for material
• Encourage independent thought
• Use wit and humor

Some elements listed above are from a PD workshop, How Storytelling Gives Wings to Primary-age Children with Special Needs, by 
storyteller Sherry Norfolk (used with permission) and ongoing PD workshops presented by the Center for Arst-inspired Learning.
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